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York, Louise Rayner, mid 19th century

Social and commercial 

functions shared with 

movement

Paved footways but 

activity occupies whole 

space





1910s

Courtesy Sky High traffic surveys



Bank of England – 1890s



1930s



The same place today





Design response: 

separate pedestrians from vehicles (Buchanan, 1963)







Cameras, lights, action!



Road safety…

or street safety?



Definitely not a “street”!



Technology for ROAD safety

guided vehicles, headway control, road trains, 

weather compensation, variable speed limits 

enforcement cameras/devices for insurance, 

tax offences, tailgating, illegal overtaking; 

black box recorder….etc.



Management technology – capacity or safety?



Kuala Lumpur traffic management



Beijing –

17 lanes 

to cross!



Technology for STREET safety: 

• Speed limiters (GPS activated)

• Average speed cameras

• Enforcement cameras

• Traffic calming 

• Driverless cars



Mixed use street



Quiet residential street



Average speed cameras



Google’s Driverless car



Auto-limiter

stops car from speeding



Traffic calming: design technology



Some technology 

creates danger

(Unintended consequences)





Social technology?
Ergonomics: designing equipment 

(streets) that fit the human body, 

its movements and its 

cognitive abilities.



Shared Space – design aims:

• Pedestrian freedom

• Freedom from casualties

• Attractive urban spaces

• Uncluttered streets



How does shared space technology work?

• People are responsible for their actions

• Instructions (signs) are less important

• Low speeds, so people can interact 

(<30kph)

• Design as urban space, not as highway



Shared Space – design:

• No priority or demarcation signs

• Single surface (soft separation)

• Surface material sympathetic to place

• Pedestrian-only areas for vulnerable users



Danger = Safety



Before

After

Haren, NL



Drachten shared space, Netherlands



Newbury High Street, UK Chambery, France

Sloane Square, LondonKelheim, Germany

Shared Space examples – mixed use streets



Before

After
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Chambery, France, 30,000 vpd

Pedestrian priority – busy street



Photo: Michel Deronzier

“Signs?  We don’t need them”

“If you treat people like idiots, they drive like idiots”

Signs and lines create conflict… “get out the way, this is my 

space”…. “I have the right of way here”…

The late 

Hans Mondermann







Exhibition Road

Before

Exhibition Road, London



Exhibition Road, London – world’s biggest shared space?



“Playing out”, Bristol, UK

Simple but effective technology!



• Design technology?

• Equipment technology?

• Social technology?



Shared Space – suitable places:

• Balanced vehicle and pedestrian movement

• Pedestrians desire to cross

• High proportion of local drivers

• No priority or demarcation signs

• Priority from the side default (preferably)






